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The Comparison of Students’ Motivational Profiles based on Gender, Field of Study and

Entry: Person Oriented Analysis

Abstract

The purpose of this research is grouping students on academic unit according to the
variety of academic motivation based on self-determination theory. Also, in this study,
male and female students’ proportion, students of basic and humanities sciences and
two different academic years entrance were compared into a motivational cluster. To
understand the motivational profiles of students, a survey method was conduted, and to
highlight the differences between different groups of students in the motivational
profile an ex- post facto method was used. The research sample included 320 students
of Bostanabad PNU in 1392/1393 academic years. Variety of Motivation in the
Classroom Guestionnaire (Goudas, Biddle & Fox, 1994) was used for data collection.
Cluster analysis led to the discovery of two motivational clusters among students in
wich the first cluster was named intrinsic motivation and second cluster was called
extrinsic motivation. Other results showed that the proportions of female students,
basic science students and earlier academic year entrance students in first cluster
(intrinsic motivation) were meaningful comparing to second cluster. It can be
concluded that gender, field of study and the year of entry to university can be a
deferminative factor in educational motivations of the students.

Keywords: Academic Motivation, Self-determination Theory, Cluster Analysis,
Motivational profile, Person Oriented Analysis.
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